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Synopsis

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A¢a -A¢ #1 Indie Next Pick A¢a —A¢ Winner of the PEN
New England Award A¢a -A“EnchantingA¢a —AJA book filled with so much loveA¢a -AlLong
before Oregon, Rinker Buck has convinced us that the best way to see America is from the seat of a
covered wagon.A¢a A+ A¢a -4 *The Wall Street Journal A¢a -A“AmazingA¢a -AA real
nonfiction thriller.A¢a —A+ A¢a —a lan Frazier, The New York Review of Books

A¢a -A“AbsorbingA¢a —-AWinningA¢a -A[The many layers in The Oregon Trail are linked by Mr.
BuckA¢a -4a,¢s voice, which is alert and unpretentious in a manner that put me in mind of Bill
BrysonA¢a —-4,¢s comic tone in A Walk in the Woods.A¢a —A« A¢a -a -Dwight Garner, The New
York TimesA major bestseller that has been hailed as a A¢a -A“quintessential American

storyA¢a —As (Christian Science Monitor), Rinker BuckA¢a —-4,¢s The Oregon Trail is an epic
account of traveling the 2,000-mile length of the Oregon Trail the old-fashioned wayA¢a -4 «in a
covered wagon with a team of mulesA¢a -4 «that has captivated readers, critics, and booksellers
from coast to coast. Simultaneously a majestic journey across the West, a significant work of
history, and a moving personal saga, BuckA¢a -a,¢s chronicle is a A¢a -A“laugh-out-loud
masterpieceA¢a -As (Willamette Week) that A¢a —A“so ensnares the emotions it becomes a
tear-jerker at its closeA¢a —A- (Star Tribune, Minneapolis) and A¢a -A“will leave you daydreaming

and hungry to see this landA¢a -Ae (The Boston Globe).

Customer Reviews

An Best Book of July 2015: Well into middle-age, Rinker Buck found himself divorced, at the edge
of bankruptcy, and growing blunt through the twin demons of ennui and alcohol. This was not a
state he was accustomed to; instilled by his father with a sense of daring, Buck was no stranger to
adventure, having been (with his brother) one half of the youngest duo to fly across the country, a
tale documented in his celebrated book, Flight of Passage. On a whim, he found himself in a
museum at the head of the Oregon Tralil, realizing that even as a fairly serious American history
buff, he knew virtually nothing about the pivotal era when 400,000 pioneers made their way West in
quests for land, gold, and new lives. On a much bigger whim, Buck decided to travel the 2,000 miles
of ruts and superseding highways in a mule-driven wagon on his own A¢a -A“crazyassA¢a -Ae
quest for a new beginning. The result is a dense-yet-entertaining mix of memoir, history and
adventure, as Buck-- joined by another brother, Nick, and his A¢a -A“incurably filthyA¢a -Ae dog,
Olive Oyl--struggle with the mechanical, environmental, and existential challenges posed by such

an unusually grueling journey. Buck is an engaging writer, and while the book pushes 500 pages,



the story never lags. By the end, youA¢a -4,¢ll know more about mules than you ever thought you
would (just enough, actually), and youA¢a -4,¢ll have a better perspective on the Trail, its travelers,
and the role it played in shaping the modern United States. (And is Rinker Buck not a

pioneer-worthy name for an tale such as this?)--dJon Foro --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.

A¢a -A“An incredible true story . . . Weaving a tale somewhere between a travelogue and a history
lesson, Buck traces the iconic path literally and figuratively as he re-creates the great migration with
his brother and a Jack Russell terrier.A¢a —-A« >A¢a -A“Excellent . . . An amazing cross-country
journey . . . Rinker and Nick BuckA¢a —-4,¢s conquest of the trail, the achievement of a lifetime,
makes for a real nonfiction thriller, an account that keeps you turning the pages because you
canA¢a -4,¢t conceive how the protagonists will make it through the enormous real-life obstacles
confronting them.A¢a —A+ A¢a —a +lan Frazier, The New York Review of BooksA¢a —A“Enchanting
.. . Interspersed with the story of his westward journey, Mr. Buck entertains and enlightens with
discourses on American history and culture. . . . He has delivered us a book filled with so much
loveA¢a -4 «for mules, for his brother, for America itself. . . . Long before Oregon, Rinker Buck has

convinced us that the best way to see America is from the seat of a covered wagon.A¢a —Ae
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